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Continue ‘Weather’ ON PAGE  3

Rough SeasThink you have it bad?

Sailors aboard Carl Vinson experienced heavy rolls as the ship 
navigated through rough seas since Dec. 24. Vinson and Carrier 

Strike Group (CSG) 1’s Aerographer’s Mates and Quartermasters 
worked feverishly to assess and address the challenges of navigating a 
$30 billion warship through turbulent waters.

Aerographer’s Mate 1st Class William Fontaine, CSG 1 OA Division’s 
day forecaster, explained the weather and sea state Vinson passed 
through is characteristic of the U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility.

 The Meteorological and Oceanic Center (METOC) recorded 
sustained high-speed wind and gusts reaching over 40 knots as the ship 
maneuvered through 8 to 10-foot waves, he said.

“Our findings showed cold air coming from high-pressure systems 
blowing off the continent of Asia,” he said. “The cooler temperature was 
interacting with the tropical air and we saw the winds and the seas pick 
up. The wind was strong enough to complicate operations.”

Vinson implemented preplanned responses to weather conditions 
during Saturday’s replenishments at sea (RAS).

“During the underway replenishment (UNREP), the wind speed 
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moved to New York and joined the Navy.
“I haven’t seen my sister in four years,” Chan said. “I am 

excited to see her and all my friends. All I want to do during 
this port visit is to spend time with her.” 

While some Sailors of Chinese descent plan to use this port 
visit to reconnect and spend time with loved ones, others plan 
to use their bilingual abilities and knowledge of the Chinese 
culture to help their shipmates navigate the Hong Kong 
streets.

“It’s refreshing to go back to my original culture because 
I don’t get to share it with my shipmates every day,” said 
Information Systems Technician 2nd Class (SW/AW) Yimnai 
Zhao, a Los Angeles native assigned to Combat Systems 
Department’s CS-3 Division. Zhao has had the opportunity to 
visit Hong Kong three times since joining the Navy and plans 
to visit family members as well as show some of her shipmates 
around the city.

Hong Kong is an international city with many different 
ethnicities, languages and cultures, a lot like today’s Navy, 
Chan said. “It has an interesting history and consists of people 
from different parts of the world, which makes it unique. I am 
proud to represent all of that.”

MC3 (SW/AW) Rosa A. Arzola | Carl Vinson Staff Writer
STORY & PHOTO BY

Hong Kong:

This upcoming port visit will be an unforgettable 
experience for many Sailors aboard Carl Vinson. For 

some, this will be the first time visiting a foreign city, while 
for others this is a chance to return and enjoy the streets of 
Hong Kong.

For a handful of Sailors who emigrated from China or who 
are of Chinese descent, this visit means reuniting with family 
members they have not seen in years.

“I am very happy I get to surprise my aunts and cousins 
with my visit,” said Personnel Specialist Seaman Chong Zeng, 
assigned to Administration Department’s X-3 Division. 
“They still don’t know I will be visiting them for the second 
time this year, but I know as soon as I call them, they will be 
waiting for me in Hong Kong.” Zeng was born and raised in 
Guang Zhou, China and migrated to America when he was 
21.

Many of these Sailors’ family members are spread 
throughout the Republic of China while other Sailors are 
fortunate enough to have them in Hong Kong.

Ship’s Serviceman 2nd Class (SW/AW) Seng Chan, assigned 
to Supply Department’s S-3 Division, was born in Macau, 
China but was raised in Hong Kong. When he was 23, he 

More than just a foreign city
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CTT2 (SW/AW) Monique Daniels | Vinson Voice Guest Contributor
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FROM ‘weather’ ON PAGE 1
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SPOTLIGHT
SAILOR

IT2 (SW) Austin Keelen | csg 1 - n6 staff

‘N’
the

Information Systems Technician 2nd 
Class (SW) Austin Keelen, assigned to 

Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 1’s N6 Staff, 
has earned a reputation from his peers and 
supervisors as the go-to guy for the most 
challenging information technology issues.

Keelen, a Perth Amboy, New Jersey 
native, reported to CSG 1 July 2009. He is 
responsible for user account management 
and network administration for four 
Combined Enterprise Regional Information 
Exchange (CENTRIX) enclaves which 
enables secure message traffic exchange 
amongst U.S. forces and allies.

Keelen embraces the challenge of the 
complicated work, which allows Vinson and 
the strike group to coordinate joint country 
exercises through secure means.

“I never end up having the same day 
twice.  The field of information technology is 
constantly growing and constantly evolving 
so there is always something to learn, always 
something to challenge me,” Keelen said.  

Not only does he complete difficult 
assigned tasks, he accomplishes them 
with a high degree of professionalism and 
enthusiasm, said N6 Leading Petty Officer 

Information Systems Technician 1st Class 
(SW/AW) Shante Clark.  

“He completes all tasks without complaint 
or debate.  He gives 110 percent effort driven 
by his work ethic and personal morals,” 
Clark said. “He is a leader among his peers 
and continues to strive for excellence on a 
daily basis, and his witty personality makes 
him a joy to be around.”

Keelen credited his accomplishments to 
his work center’s support.  

“I could not have asked for a better shop. 
The wealth of knowledge equates to well 
over 30 years of experience,” Keelen said. 
“But it’s not all about work. I know that if 
I ever needed advice or help with anything, 
whether it is personal or financial or anything 
else I might need help with, I wouldn’t have 
to ask twice.”

Keelen explained his method of motivating 
those around him is to set high personal 
standards.

“I feel that if you present a certain 
atmosphere of excellence, then those around 
you will take notice and would set their 
standards higher as well,” he said.

Keelen’s professionalism, motivation, and 
reliability have not only caught attention in 
his work center, but around the CSG 1 staff. 
His outstanding military bearing combined 
with technical expertise sets him apart from 
his peers, observed CSG 1’s senior enlisted 

leader (SEL), Senior Chief Cryptologic 
Technician (Technical) (SW/AW) Joseph 
Squire. 

“Keelen is a hard-charging Sailor.  He is 
a valuable asset to the staff, and his hard 
work is recognized throughout the chain 
of command,” Squire said, citing Keelen’s 
earning of CSG 1’s Junior Sailor of the 
Quarter (JSOQ) award for the 2011 fourth 
quarter.  

Keelen credited his motivation for his 
hard work to his wife, also an Information 
Systems Technician stationed in San Diego.  

“She and I are a bit competitive, so we are 
always pushing each other to reach the next 
goal and to stay focused,” Keelen said. “We 
compete in everything from bowling to Xbox 
to who can get their enlisted information 
dominance warfare specialist (EIDWS) pin 
first. Being away from each other for six 
months can be really draining and put you 
into a slump, so she keeps me motivated to 
better myself and I do the same for her.”

When the day’s work is done, Keelen can 
be found studying for his enlisted aviation 
warfare specialist (EAWS) pin. He is also 
keeping himself marketable by working 
towards his A+ and N+ certifications. These 
entry-level civilian certifications equate to 
over 500 hours of hands-on experience as 
a network technician and qualify him to 
manage numerous operating systems.

was 42 to 45 knots, so we secured the flight 
deck,” said Master Chief Quartermaster (SW/
CM/AW) Jonathan J. Myers, Navigation 
Department’s leading chief petty officer. “Had 
the sea state worsened, the replenishments 
would have been impractical.”

Though manageable, the seas made Vinson 
Sailors grateful they were on the Navy’s largest 
platform.

“I heard so many Sailors say they are glad 
they are not a small-boy Sailor and how grateful 
they are to be on a carrier,” said Myers.  “They 
can deal with the lines as long as they don’t 
have to deal with the sea state,” he laughed.

To assess cases of heavy weather, Vinson 

aerographers work with optimal tracking 
and ship routing (OTSR) in San Diego. 
Fontaine explained OTSR issues advisories 
and diversions if the sea state is above 
recommended thresholds. 

 “We spent most of Sunday working with 
OTSR discussing if we should divert or not,” 
Fontaine said.  “We did in fact move off our 
original plan of movement to avoid heavy 
seas.”

When Vinson transited the Luzon Strait 
Dec. 25, there were concerns of “funneling” 
in the smaller areas of confined sea, with the 
funnels potentially impacting the timing for 
the port visit. The decision was to make for 

Hong Kong because there was nothing that 
should impact Vinson, Fontaine said.

Vinson Sailors can begin their port visit 
knowing they’ve weathered the worst of the 
seas.

“As we get closer to port, the winds will drop 
down to 20 knots and the seas will drop a foot 
or two,” Fontaine said. “In port, we should see 
the winds dramatically drop off to 10 to 15 
knots and the seas go down to three to five 
feet.”

As for the weather, Fontaine compared it to 
a cloudy, San Diego day:  partly cloudy skies 
with possible mists, highs in the mid-60s with 
lows in the high-50s.
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CMDCM (AW/SW) April D. Beldo| Carl VInson Command Master ChiefA NOTE FROM

From the Deckplates:

T u e s d a y s 
            with the CMC

In the days of sail, a custom evolved in which the crew 
would “man the yards” by standing evenly spaced on all 
the ship’s yards (crossbars on masts from which sails were 
suspended) and giving three cheers to honor a distinguished 
person. Today, the custom has become manning the rail  
since modern ships have few or no yards. To accomplish 
this, the crew is stationed at regular intervals along the 
rails and superstructure of a ship. This is done as a means 
of rendering honors to the president, the head of a foreign 
state, or the member of a reigning royal family. Sailors so 
stationed do not salute. 

It has also become the custom for ships to man the rail when 
entering port after a long deployment as a way of honoring 
those who were left behind to await the ships return.

Courtesies, Customs and Ceremonies
Courtesies, Customs and Ceremonies

Manning the Rails

Taken from the 24th edition Blue Jackets’ Manual

Well, Shipmates; this afternoon, 
after 27 days at sea, most of you 

will be hitting the beach and going out 
on some well-deserved liberty in Hong 
Kong.  You’ve earned these three days of 
rest and I’m sure it will re-energize you 
for the tasks ahead of us.

But let’s all keep in mind the importance 
of representing our ship, our Navy and 
our country as well as we possibly can.  
What the CO said yesterday is absolutely 
true; you are American ambassadors 
every time you set foot on foreign soil. 
This is no different and your conduct 
will represent every American citizen. 

A couple pointers, and you know me 
so you can probably guess them right 
off the bat.  Liberty starts on the ship. 
Actually, it starts in your berthings 
when you’re making that decision as 
to what to wear.  You’ve seen the port 
brief and the PowerPoint on SITE. You 
know our expectations.  Our civilian 
clothes policy is designed to assure you 
represent our country appropriately.  As 
with every liberty port there will be a 
bit of a wait for those first few liberty 
launches. It would be a shame if you got 

turned around for wearing something 
not in keeping with the civilian attire 
guidance.

Once you get ashore, the challenges 
are different.  You’ve heard me say 
it before but the message remains 
this: please drink in moderation.  
The second chances you might 
have been afforded for an alcohol-
related incident aren’t as automatic as 
they used to be.  Remain aware of your 
surroundings and monitor the amount 
you drink.  

If you’re with a group, look out for one 
another.  Keep an eye on your Shipmates 
and don’t be afraid to step in when it 
appears someone has had one drink too 
many.

Three days in Hong Kong presents so 
many opportunities for you to experience 
a historic culture, one that many of you 
have never been introduced to before.  
This port visit offers great chances for 
positive liberty experiences.  

We’ve got community relations 
projects, dinner with local American 
and Hong Kong citizens, sporting 
events and amazing tours set up by our 

FunBoss. Take 
advantage of these 
because years down the road you’ll be 
thankful to have those memories of a 
country many of your friends back in 
the States will never experience.

The shopping is great.  The food is 
amazing.  Hong Kong itself is one of the 
favorite cities in the world for tourists 
because the culture is so diverse.  
Experience it. Meet the people and 
create memories you can share with 
your families. 

Above all, never forget that you are 
Carl Vinson Sailors.  You’ve built the 
best reputation in the fleet. Living up to 
it is all of our responsibility.
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Hong KongHong Kong

REMEMBER OPSEC
When asked about recent operations, say “I am not authorized to discuss these specific operations.”•	
Do not transmit sensitive information via phone or internet, anywhere!•	
Remember, discussion of recent or future operations or ship’s movement is •	 PROHIBITED. OPSEC must be in the front of 
your minds at all times.

Keep in Mind:

REMEMBER:
Drink only bottled water•	
Wash your hands•	
Wear sunscreen•	
Respect the culture•	
Report all suspicious activity •	
and questioning

Foreign Intelligence Services have a 
presence in Hong Kong and are very 
active. They may attempt to elicit 
information about your mission, or 
sensitive information about the ship. 
Immediately report any attempts to 
solicit information to NCIS and your 

command.
You represent your country, you 
represent your ship, and people are now 

paying attention to your activities.

Currency
The most commonly used currency 
in Hong Kong is the Hong Kong 

Dollar.

$1.00 USD = 7.8 HKD

COMRELS
    Po Leung Kuk.................0700-1500
    Salvation Army..............1100-1600
    Sunshine Action..........1100-1630

    St. Barnabas’ Society & Home	
0700-1230

    Hong Chi Pinehill Village	
0700-1500

    Sunshine Action..........0700-1530

Comrels muster in Hangar Bay 3.

MWR tours muster 
at the tent at 
Fenwick Pier.

Look for MWR signs/reps when 
you depart ferry.

Liberty buddies are only 
required if you plan to stay out 

in town after a tour.  Those 
without liberty buddies, return 

to the ship via ship ferry.

Drinking Age: 18

December 28

December 29

Liberty Attire
Modesty and cleanliness are •	
mandatory.
Shorts and pants must have •	
belts.
No drug, political, racial, •	
obscene or religious logos on 
clothing or accessories.

Liberty Expiration Times
December 27-28

Class “B”........................................................2000
Class “A”........................................................2200
E-4 and Below...........................................2400
E-5....................................................................0100
E-6 and Above...........................................0200

December 29
Class “B”........................................................2000
Class “A”........................................................2100
E-4 and Below...........................................2100
E-5....................................................................2200
E-6....................................................................2300
E-7 and Above...........................................2400

Class “A” & “B” Liberty Expires 
ONBOARD the ship 

Duty Section
Muster at 0700

Dec 27.............................. 4 & 8
Dec 28.............................. 1 & 5
Dec 29.............................. 2 & 6

If you have additional 
questions make sure to ask 
your chain of  command prior 
to departing on  liberty...There 

are no stupid questions!!!!
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General Recall

All hands should ensure they can 
return to VINSON within nine 
hours.  A recall will be signaled 
through the TV and radio and the 
signal flag “Papa” (blue square with 
a white square in the center) flown 

from the mast.

Off Limits:
Upper Levels of Chungking •	
Mansion and Mirador Mansion
Counterfeit Merchandise Shops•	
Renting and/or riding •	
any motorized vehicle or 
watercraft
Hitchhiking, skydiving, •	
bartending, bungee jumping
Tattoo, piercing parlors•	
Prostitutes (UCMJ offense)•	
Areas outside of designated •	
liberty boundary

JAYWALKING AND 
SPITTING IS PROHIBITED

Don’t Make 
Yourself a 
Target:

Avoid bar tabs, just pay as you •	
go.
Do not give money to •	
panhandlers, or show overt 
displays of wealth.	
Stay in well-lit, well-•	
populated areas.
Stay away from protests and •	
demonstrations.
Stay aware of your •	
surroundings.
Beware of pickpockets and •	
scam artists.
If in doubt about safety, leave •	
the area with liberty buddy.

Fenwick Pier
When arriving from the ship, you 
will embark upon the Fleet Landing 
center. Some services offered will be:

ATM’s•	
Navy Federal Credit •	
Union
US Post Office•	
Phone Center•	
Internet Cafe•	
Currency Exchange•	
24 Hour Laundry Service•	

Shore Patrol is 
Here to Help

Call if you find yourself in •	
trouble.
Call if you find another Sailor •	
in trouble.
We’re not looking to bust •	
people, just keep them out of 
trouble.
Shore Patrol will be on •	
the lookout for public 
intoxication, drinking in the 
street, fighting, rude behavior 
and inappropriate liberty attire.
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MC3 (SW) LUKE B. MEINEKE
MCSN GEORGE M. BELL

ESWS||EAWS
 Air compressor plants or 

systems are classified as low-
pressure (0 to 150 psig), medium-
pressure (151 to 1,000 psig), or 
high-pressure (1,000 psig and 

above).

Air Boss: The Boss is responsible, 
under the CO, for the 

supervision and direction of 
the launching, recovering, 

VLA and shipboard handling 
of aircraft, and servicing per 

current instructions.

DE  C K P L A T EDIALOGUES  
 | What are you looking forward to in hong kong?|

“Looking forward to 
the culture and good 

food.”

“I want to try the 
food and call my 

friends and family.”

“I cannot wait to go 
on the MWR tours.”

ABFAA
M i c h a e l  K O C E R h a

ITSN
K a i t l y n  V a l e r i o

“I am looking 
forward to a good 
massage and some 
well needed rest.”

CS2
S t a c y  E v a n g e l i s t a

SHSN
M a g a l i  P u j o l

An F/A-18F Super Hornet assigned to Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 22 launches from the flight 
deck of Carl Vinson. U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class (SW) James 
R. Evans.


