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As Carl Vinson and Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 Sailors close out 
another year, we find ourselves once again conducting the nation’s work 
at sea as we steam through U.S. 7th Fleet area of responsibility (AOR) 
toward U.S. 5th Fleet AOR.

In the first six months of 2011, Vinson spent 166 of 165 days of the 
year deployed, with a day repeated due to crossing the international 
dateline. Of those 166 days, 144 were spent underway conducting 
a Western Pacific deployment and 22 spent in Republic of Korea, 
Malaysia, Jebel Ali “Sandbox”, Philippines, Hong Kong and Hawaii. 

2011 began with recognition of Vinson’s efforts in 2010 in the form 
of a Community Service Health, Safety, and Fitness Flagship Award in 
January. Vinson’s principle assistant chaplain, Lt. Cmdr. James West, 
emphasized the importance of teamwork to accomplish the goal.

“The events were in North and South America, and were all command 
sponsored. It wasn’t a collection of many people doing great things, but 
a coordination across all departments and divisions, in both the air 
wing and the ship,” West said.

The month closed out with the official entry into U.S. 5th Fleet AOR 
to support Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) and Operation New 
Dawn (OND).

February commenced with Vinson’s response to a distress call from 

the Duqm, a Panamanian-flagged merchant vessel. Carrier Strike 
Group One (CSG 1) successfully disrupted a pirate attack and sank 
their skiffs.

Two days later, CVW 17’s Helicopter Anti-submarine Squadron (HS) 
15 recovered a man overboard.

When the call came over the HH-60H’s radio, rescue swimmer Naval 
Air Crewman 3rd Class Toni Jester found herself mentally ready to 
meet the challenge of conducting her first rescue.

“I was just going through the procedures. I was thinking, ‘We have to 
keep this by the book, and do it right’. You have to keep thinking before 
the adrenaline kicks in,” Jester said. “I dressed out, and was lowered 
down the wire to the survivor. He was pretty calm. With the rotor wash 
it was difficult to hear, but every direction I gave him, he followed. I 
performed disentanglement, and gave the signal for pickup. It went by 
pretty quick.”

A break from operations came in the form of visits from longtime 
comic “Gallagher” and the 2011 Super Bowl Champion Green Bay 
Packers.

Aircrew Survival Equipmentman 1st Class (AW) Jamie Faulkner, a 
Joliet, Ill. native assigned to VAW-125, expressed his appreciation for 
being able to meet the comic.
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and Capt. Richard A. LaBranche relieved Capt. Stephen P. McInerney 
as commanding officer of Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17.  Vinson Sailors 
welcomed Commander, Naval Air Forces, U.S. Pacific Fleet Vice Adm. 
Allen G. Myers aboard, and conducted the deployment’s first port visit 
to Hong Kong.

Chief Aviation Structural Mechanic (Equipment) (AW/SW) Michael 
Gudgel, a Whidbey Island, Wash. native and a Vinson EOA, cited Sailors’ 
teamwork as the fulcrum for the ship’s achievements.

“There’s such a diverse group of people here under tremendous 
pressure to perform, and at the end of the day we all come together to 
get the job done,” Gudgel said. “If you were to list the accomplishments 
of this ship since it came out of refueling complex overhaul, it would be 
hard to list them all without leaving some major piece off the list. That’s 
how incredible this crew is.”

Vinson’s 2011 at-sea experience has allowed the Sailors to implement the 
lessons learned regarding the malleable nature of deployment demands 
to succeed in the 2012 WestPac deployment, Gudgel observed.

“There’s still a lot of qualifying and experience to be gained, but it’s been 
much smoother. We just have to remain flexible, expect the unexpected, 
and know anything is possible,” added Interior Communications 
Electrician 1st Class (SW/AW) Thomas Ingram, a Richmond, Va. native 
and a Vinson equal opportunity advisor (EOA).

Vinson capped off a highly successful 2011 Dec. 26 with the recognition 
of Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Fuel) 1st Class (AW/SW) Robert Statam 
as the Sailor of the Year; Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class (SW/AW) Travis 
Stephens as the Junior Sailor of the Year and Ship’s Serviceman 3rd Class 
(SW) Teca Sneed as the Bluejacket of the Year.

“You gotta love it. It’s a big morale booster to make that extra effort to 
make us happy,” said Faulkner.

Aviation Ordnanceman Airman Benjamin Loos, a Lincoln, Neb. 
native assigned to Weapons Department G-3, was excited to meet the 
team he had grown up watching.

“I grew up as Packers fan, and winning the Super Bowl meant a lot to 
me,” Loos enthused. “We had a tough season, and them being here is a 
dream come true.”

In March, Vinson pressed on with deployment and concluded 
45 continuous days at sea supporting OEF, by transiting the Strait of 
Hormuz to support OND.

April saw Vinson employ their damage control training to successfully 
extinguish a flight deck fire.

Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Handling) 3rd Class Kenneth Wilson 
of Air Department’s V-1 Division’s “Crash and Salvage” team was one 
of the first responders to the engine fire after the aircraft executed an 
emergency single engine arrested landing.

“Training just kicked in,” Wilson said.  “There was really no other 
thought except for ‘We need to put the fire out.’ It really didn’t hit me 
until after I got done (fighting the fire). It seemed pretty much like it 
was a drill and there just happened to be a flame there.”

Vinson concluded OEF and OND operations in May, returning to 
U.S. 7th Fleet AOR after 95 days on station, 1,656 launched combat 
sorties and 9,140 hours of flight time logged. The ordnance expenditure 
added up to 33 bombs and 2,970 rounds of 20mm ammunition to 
support ground forces.

Following May port visits to Manila and Hong Kong and a visit 
from President of the Republic of Philippines Beningo Aquino III, 
Carl Vinson pulled into Pearl Harbor for the final port visit of the 
deployment in June. Vinson departed Pearl Harbor with more than 
900 embarked “Tigers” for a “Tiger Cruise”, and after a five-day transit, 
arrived in San Diego to a crowd of thousands welcoming their Sailors 
home.

After a much-deserved POM period, Vinson Sailors got back to 
sea for their first significant operational stretch in September. With a 
solemn 9/11 memorial remembrance prefacing the underway, Vinson 
welcomed Commander, U.S. Third Fleet Vice Adm. Gerald R. Beaman 
and former Major League Baseball starting pitcher Andy Ashby for 
visits.

In October, Vinson paused to remember the 10-year anniversary 
of Vinson’s launch of the first offensive attacks from the flight deck in 
response to the 9/11 terrorist attacks. Sailors also welcomed aboard 
“Happy Days” star Scott Baio before the ship returned to her former 
homeport of San Francisco for the city’s “Fleet Week”.

After returning to San Diego in November, Sailors began preparing 
in earnest for the inaugural Quicken Loans Carrier Classic basketball 
game, pitting the University of North Carolina Tar Heels against the 
Michigan State University Spartans on the ship’s flight deck Veterans 
Day, Nov. 11. 

“It’s awesome to be a part of something so big for our ship, help 
transform our flight deck, and then to be able to watch the basketball 
game between these two storied teams is just a great feeling,” said 
Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Handling) Airman Ted Casal. “I’ll never 
forget this.”

One week after the game, a major changing of the guard took place 
as Rear Adm. Thomas Shannon relieved Rear Adm. Samuel Perez as 
Commander, CSG 1.

On Nov. 30, Vinson and CVW 17 Sailors said goodbye to their friends 
and family as they departed on the current deployment.

December continued the trend of new leadership as Capt. Kent D. 
Whalen relieved Capt. Bruce Lindsey as Vinson’s commanding officer, 
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camaraderie over a common interest.
“It is important to have a variety of 

activities because everyone’s interests 
differ. Everyone has limited liberty time 
and they want to make the most of it,” 
said Therese Guinane, Vinson’s “Fun 
Boss”. “Since we visited Hong Kong in 
May, this was also an opportunity for 
Sailors to try something new they didn’t 
get to do then.”
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Carl Vinson and embarked Carrier 
Air Wing (CVW) 17 Sailors 

departed Hong Kong’s Victoria Harbor 
Dec. 30 after a three-day port visit.

On Dec. 27, Vinson welcomed aboard 
more than 400 visitors to the ship’s 
hangar bay for a reception. U.S. service 
members mingled with their guests 
and counterparts from the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA). The attendees 
also took an aircraft elevator ride to 
tour the carrier’s flight deck. Vinson’s 
S-2 Division of Supply Department, 
provided 800 pounds of food, including 
meat, seafood, cakes, fruits and 
vegetables. More than 24 hours were 
devoted to cook, chop, fry and bake 
the various items, with a separate team 
assigned to transform the hangar bay 
into a reception area with tables and 
carpet.

“The Food Service personnel did 
an outstanding job in preparing and 
executing this event,” said S-2 Division’s 
Leading Chief Petty Officer, Master Chief 
Culinary Specialist (SW/AW) Wilfred 
Cheong. “They took pride in their work 
regardless of their task, and it showed 
every step of the way.”

In the following days of Dec. 28 and 
29, Sailors volunteered their liberty 
time to provide service to their host 
country with six community service 
(COMSERV) projects. Three hundred 
Sailors completed a myriad of tasks - 
from fixing up and painting a home for 
the elderly to working at a homeless 
shelter. The COMSERVs, spearheaded 
by Vinson’s Religious Ministries 
Department, were a popular liberty 
choice among Sailors.

“We probably filled up about 75 
percent of the available slots within the 
first hour and a half of the information 
coming out,” noted Religious Ministries 
Department’s assistant leading petty 
officer Religious Programs Specialist 
2nd Class Matthew Johnson. “Within 
three days, it was full. Usually about 
three weeks before a port visit, 
people start coming in asking about 
COMSERVs non-stop before we have 
any information. Once the information 
comes out, the phone just keeps ringing 
and the door’s always opening.”

Sailors also took advantage of 
opportunities to see Hong Kong’s 
cultural offerings with Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation (MWR)-sponsored 
tours. From Disneyland and shopping to 
mountain biking and golf, MWR’s goal 
was to offer something for everyone with 
19 tours to choose from. Vinson’s rugby 
and soccer teams also played against 
local Hong Kong nationals, building 

Carl Vinson and CVW 17
  SAY SO LONG to Hong Kong
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community, explained Po-ngan.
“This area is a deprived community, so we wanted to 

show the Sailors our culture,”  he said. “Not many foreigners 
come to [Tai Wo Hau], so it was good for them to talk to 

the Sailors and learn how to 
communicate with different 
cultures,” he said.

Many Vinson Sailors felt 
satisfied from volunteering 
their time with members 
of the Chinese youth 
community.

“It was less hands-on and 
more of a group effort,” said 
Ship’s Serviceman Seaman 
Amber Walker, assigned to 
Vinson’s Supply Department 
S-3 Division. “It was a good 
separation from the usual 
community service project.”

Both Amezcua and Po-
ngan agreed this was 
something the youth 
volunteers and Vinson 
Sailors will carry with them 
for a long time. “It was both 

an educational and really fun experience,” Amezcua said.

STORY & PHOTOS BY
MC3 (SW) Christopher K. Hwang | Carl Vinson Staff Writer

Carl Vinson and embarked Carrier Air Wing (CVW) 17 
Sailors spent a day with Salvation Army volunteers in 

Tai Wo Hau Estate, Hong Kong, Dec. 28 during the ship’s port 
visit.

Team-building exercises 
between Sailors and 
Chinese youth volunteers 
were organized by Lau 
Po-ngan, assistant service 
supervisor for The Salvation 
Army in Tai Wo Hau Estate. 
Afterward, the young adults 
took the American Sailors 
on a tour of their town. 

“We got to really interact 
one-on-one with them 
throughout the tour,” said 
Intelligence Specialist 1st 
Class (AW/SW) Ricardo 
Amezcua, assigned to 
Vinson’s Intel Department 
OZ Division.

Sailors were not the 
only ones eager to share 
and interact. The Chinese 
youth volunteers usually do 
not have the opportunity to communicate outside of their 

Vinson Sailors and Volunteers Build
                Relationships in Hong Kong

Sailors aboard Carl Vinson and volunteers from the Salvation Army in 
the tai Wo Hau estate participate in a team-building exercise during a 
community service event.
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MESSAGE FROM
Lt. Gregory Hazlett | Carl Vinson Chaplain

Side boys are a customary part of the quarterdeck 
ceremonies when a person comes aboard or leaves 
a ship that rates special attention, such as a senior 
officer or a high-ranking civilian official. To carry out 
this honorary ceremony, The BMOW blows a special 
call on her or his pipe while anywhere from two to 
eight side boys, depending on the rank of the office, 
line up at attention on either side of the gangway 
(entrance/ exit of ship) forming a human corridor for 
the dignitary to pass through.  The side boys salute 
on the first note of the pipe, holding their salute as 
the person being honored walks through the human 

passageway, and finishing the salute together on the 
last note of the boatswain’s pipe.

Side boys must be particularly smart in appearance 
and well groomed, with brightly polished shoes and 
immaculate uniforms. If women are detailed as side 
boys they are still referred to by the traditional term 
“side boys.”

Another tradition has evolved that is sometimes 
called “rainbow side boys.” In this case, the dignitary is 
arriving on a flight deck and the side boys are formed 
up wearing an array of the different-colored jerseys that 
indicate what their jobs are on the flight deck.

Courtesies, Customs and Ceremonies
Courtesies, Customs and Ceremonies

Side Boys

Taken from the 24th edition Blue Jackets’ Manual

To d a y 
we will 

celebrate New Year’s 
Day, and what a difference 

we hope one evening will 
make. The sun sets on Dec. 31 

and when it rises the next morning a 
new year has begun. All that was of 
the year past has gone and the New 
Year is here with new possibilities, 
hopes, ideas and dreams. It is time to 
make our New Year’s resolutions. 

Making New Year’s resolutions is 
as American as apple pie and Tim 
Tebow. In making resolutions, many 
people try to make their dreams, 
ideas and hopes possible. With the 
morning of Jan. 1 comes not only a 
new year but for many of us a hope 
of a new self. As most of us did not 
pack our fairy godmother dust in 
our seabags, we have to rely on the 
inherent magic of Jan. 1 to help us 
with finding that new self. The trouble is, 
more years than not, we quickly realize it 
might be a new year but it’s the same old 
self. 

Don’t get me wrong, there’s really good 
things about all the hope that is around 
at the New Year. It brings along an 
opportunity to do some thinking, a kind 

of inventory on our lives. Consider it a 
time to take a hard look at who you are 
and who you want to be.

I have to confess that I have done my 
share of resolutions - usually involving 
more PT and less chocolate. But as I 
hate quitters, I quickly get back on the 
chocolate bandwagon. By the end of 
January I’d broken most of them and by the 

end of February I’d forgotten what 
they were! In those first few days 
of January we, the noble resolution 
makers, realize how undisciplined 
we can be at keeping our resolve and 
New Year’s resolutions can quickly 
lead us into New Year desolation. 

Here is an interesting fact about 
the month of January. Its name 
comes from the Roman god Janus. 
Janus is depicted as a two-faced 
man. One face looks toward the past 
and the other toward the future. 
Many people look at New Year’s 
resolutions the same way. They face 
yesterday and tomorrow at the same 
time. They focus on the past and the 
future and miss the present. 

New Year’s resolutions are made 
to be in the present. Stop focusing 
on how long you have been without 
a cigarette or piece of delicious 
Dove dark chocolate and focus on 

the present, how you have had success 
with your resolution in the here and now. 
Don’t focus on how hard it will be in an 
hour. Stay in the moment and you can 
make 2012 the year you actually fulfill 
a resolution. No fairy godmother dust, 
no New Year’s Day magic, just good old 
perspective.

2012 New Year’s 
Resolutions

PHOTO BY: MC2 (SW) James R. Evans | Carl Vinson Staff Photographer
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Lantau Peak, the second-highest point 
in Hong Kong.  The cable ride continued 
to Ngong Ping Village where Sailors 
disembarked for a traditional lunch.  The 
meal, Lucia explained, was in keeping with 
what the monks of Po Lin Monastery ate, 
and contained no meat, garlic or alcohol.

“I picked the tour because I felt it would 
help me better understand the Chinese 
culture,” Bryan said. “My favorite thing was 
the authentic vegetarian lunch.  I didn’t 
think I would like it, but I was surprised.”

After the meal, Sailors had the afternoon 
to explore on their own.  Many stopped 
at Po Lin Monastery, where locals offered 
prayers and lit incense, before undertaking 
the arduous climb to the Tian Tan Buddha 
statue.

“It didn’t look that bad, but once you 
started, it was rough,” Bryan said after his 
climb to the largest outdoor statue of its 
kind in southern China.

The tour ended with a return trip on 
the Ngong Ping cable cars where Sailors 
reflected on the trip and the scenery.

“The tour offered a way to see a historic 
place without having to worry about how 
to get there or what the costs are,” Bryan 
said.  “It went smoothly and we got to 
experience a lot.”

“As a Sailor, we get to see many countries,” 
Cano added.  “You can’t really learn from 
them on your own.  The best way to see and 
learn from the locals is to have one telling 
you what it all means and that is exactly 
what tours will do for you.”

STORY & PHOTOS BY
MC3 (SW) Luke B. Meineke| Carl Vinson Staff Writer 

Sailors assigned to Nimitz-class aircraft 
carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70), 

Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser 
USS Bunker Hill (CG 52) and Arleigh 
Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS 
Halsey (DDG 97) toured Lantau Island 
during Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 1’s port 
visit to Hong Kong Dec. 29.

The tour covered the Lantau North 
Country Park to Ngong Ping Village, Po 
Lin Monastery and Tian Tan Buddha Statue 
and Sailors had the chance to experience a 
different aspect of Hong Kong and Chinese 
culture.

Sailors who took part in the tour wanted 
to experience a different aspect of Hong 
Kong.

“I think tours are a good way to see 
the culture of a country,” said Personnel 
Specialist 3rd Class (SW/AW) Luis A. 
Cano, assigned to Admin Department’s 
X-3 division.  “I like having a tour guide 
explain the history of what we are about to 
see, or even why people do certain things.  
Tours are a convenient way a Sailor can go 
to a country and learn from its culture.”

The Sailors were greeted, gathered and 
shepherded along the tour by Santa Lucia, 
their guide for the day.  The 30-minute bus 
ride from Fenwick Pier to Lantau Island 
included a stop at the Tsing Ma suspension 
bridge, one of the largest suspension 
bridges in the world, and the Lantau Link 
View Point Bauhinia Garden.

Opened in 1997, the suspension bridge 
contains 26,700 tons of wire that would 

stretch 115,200 miles – enough to encircle 
the world four times – if it were laid flat.  
Sailors viewed a section of the suspension 
cable and the fully enclosed lower level 
of the bridge which is used for the Metro 
Transit Rail (MTR) trains. The lower level 
is also open to all traffic during typhoons.

The tour continued across the bridge 
and onto Lantau Island, ancestrally known 
as Da Xi Shan. Twice the size of Hong 
Kong, the island is one of three regions 
(Lantau Island, Hong Kong Island, and 
New Territories) that comprise Hong Kong 
- containing 259 islands, 400 square miles 
and 7 million residents, explained Lucia.

“There are 600 Buddhist Temples in 
Hong Kong,” added Lucia, “and 500 of 
those are on Lantau Island where Sailors 
visited the Po Lin Monastery, home of a 
‘Happy Buddha.’”

Sailors took a ride on the Ngong Ping 
Cable Car that offered views of Hong Kong 
International Airport, Tung Chung Bay, 
Ngong Ping Village and Tian Tan Buddha 
statue.

“I loved the cable car ride,” Cano said.  
“This, by far, was the coolest.  I got the 
chance to see the entire city from the cable 
car.”

“It was high,” added Personnel Specialist 
3rd Class (SW) James R. Bryan, also assigned 
to Admin Department’s X-3 Division.  “We 
had a large group, so it was a fun ride with 
everyone there.”

The 5.7-kilometer sky rail offered views 
of Lantau North Country Park, which holds 

Sailors explore
Lantau Island
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MCC (AW) MoniCA R. neLSon

Lt. CMDR. eRiK ReYnoLDS

Lt. eRiK SCHneiDeR

CoMMAnDinG oFFiCeR
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MC3 (SW/AW) RoSA A. ARZoLA

MC3 (SW) CHRiStoPHeR K. HWAnG
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ESWS||EAWS
The helmsman is responsible for 

keeping the ship on course as 
directed by the conning officer.  
The lee helmsman is responsible 
for operating the engine order 

telegraph (EOT) and relaying 
information between the bridge 

and main control.

Case I - When it is anticipated 
that flights will not encounter 

instrument conditions at any 
time during a daytime departure 
or recovery, and the ceiling and 
visibility in the Carrier Control 
Zone are no lower than 3,000 feet 

and 5 nm.

D E C K P L A T EDIALOGUES  
 |What is your New Year’s Resolution?|

“Stop drinking sodas 
and energy drinks.”

“Get my surface pin.”

“Work out more and 
have a healthier diet.”

HM3
M i c h a e l  T r o l l

ABE1 (AW)
J o h n  F r a l e y

“Spend as much time 
with family after 
the deployment.”

CMDCM (SW/AW) Air Wing 17
M i c h a e l  J a c k s o n

AOAN
D o m i n i c  Y a n e z


